
From: Rick Freeman president@asheville-can.org
Subject: Amend the Noise Ordinance

Date: July 23, 2021 at 4:05 PM
To: AshevilleCityCouncilJuly272021@publicinput.com, ashevillecouncil@ashevillenc.gov

Bcc: CANNoiseLeaders can-noise-leaders@googlegroups.com

City Council Members,

Based on sound demonstrations presented by an audio expert on 7/23 and 7/27, each of you will have experienced 
excess noise first hand.  You will have heard for yourselves that maximum sound level limits 75 dBA daytime and 70 or 65 
dBA night time are far too loud.  

The experts in city staff will further confirm that these high decibel levels are higher than needed.  They will show you that 
measurements that they have taken with certified sound level meters prove that successful outdoor music events can 
easily exist at lower decibel levels.  The argument that live music will be ruined is not true.

However, due to city policy, staff cannot amend the existing noise ordinance due to the misinformed decisions made in the 
public safety committee.  You have control.  You must amend the ordinance to follow the facts. The Coalition of Asheville 
Neighborhoods, in collaboration will all of its members urges you to amend the noise ordinance, or send it back to public 
safety to focus on facts, the health of Asheville residents and the measurements taken by staff.

Amend the noise ordinance with these revised times, limits and reductions:

CBD:
7 AM - 10 PM Sunday - Thursday - daytime  65 dBA
7 AM - 11 PM Saturday - Sunday - nighttime  65 dBA
10 PM - 2 AM or 11 PM - 2 AM late night  60 dBA
2 AM - 7 AM overnight      55 dBA

Commercial:
7 AM - 10 PM every day - daytime    65 dBA
10 PM - 7 AM  - overnight     55 dBA

Industrial:
7 AM - 10 PM every day - daytime    65 dBA 
10 PM - 7 AM - overnight     55 dBA

Residential:
7 AM - 10 PM every day - daytime    60 dBA 
10 PM - 7 AM - overnight     45 dBA*

* Maximum sound level determine by the World Health Organization and confirmed by all reputable scientists to protect 
humans from severe health impacts from excessive noise

Adopt this statement of decibel reductions

The sound level limits shall be reduced by an additional eight decibels when measured in a
residential district.

Performance Center Zoning

Asheville zoning must be modified such that no additional Performance Centers can be zoned within 2000 feet of 
residential districts. Do not allow Performance Centers in the Urban Place Form Code.

Amend Permits to Exceed

Type 3 - no more than 12 in a 12-month period
All sound exceedance events hours 10 AM - 10 PM
Maximum decibles set to 75 dBA Leq

Require Noise Ordinance Revision after trial period:

Immediately establish the Noise Advisory Board
Use all channels to inform business and residents of maximum sound limits in approved ordinance
Establish transparent and complete data to track all complaints, including source of sound, dBA and dBC levels, 
actions taken to mitigate if violation, who enforced
Deliver warnings and recommend mitigation steps instead of citations and fines
Produce monthly reports with summary and full detail
Joint presentation of revised noise ordinance by city staff and Noise Advisory Board to both Public Safety and City 
Council
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For your convenience I have attached the presentation I will share with you during 7/27 city council meeting and the 
detailed amendment language that will guide you in producing an effective and fair noise ordinance.

Respectfully,

Rick Freeman

President
Coalition of Asheville Neighborhoods
president@asheville-can.org
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