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Discussion   and   Vote   of   the   Executive   Committee   
  
  

Can's   Executive   Committee   thoroughly   discussed   the   issue   during   its   Feb.   9   meeting.   
We   agreed   that   this   issue   is   affecting   neighborhoods,   some   greater   than   others;   some   
not   at   all.   We   also   recognize   that   homelessness,   which   accounts   for   much   of   the   
panhandling,   is   a   complex   social   problem,   with   which   many   cities   are   struggling,   
exacerbated   by   the   pandemic's   economic   ramifications.   
    
We   further   acknowledged   that   homelessness   is   a   polarizing   issue,   as   evidenced   by   the   
recent   uproar   from   those   on   both   sides   of   the   issue   over   NC   DOT's   expulsion   of   the   
homeless   encampment   underneath   the   Merrimon   Ave.   overpass.   
    
And   then   there   is   the   City's   benevolent   attitude   toward   the   homeless,   as   well   as   for   
panhandlers,   even   though   there   is   ordinance   language,   including  ( Sec.   11-5.   -   Public   
solicitation   and   begging   regulated ;   Sec.   11-14.   -   Solicitation   from   streets   and   median   strips;   and   Sec.   
11-17.   -   Loitering),  that   puts   tight   restrictions   on   panhandling   and   carries   a   misdemeanor   
charge   for   violating.   
    
Finally,   the   issue   of   the   homeless   and   panhandlers   is   compounded   by   the   emphasis   on   
Re-Imaging   Policing   and   removing   police   from   dealing   with   social   issues,   except   when   
violence   or   destruction   of   property   is   involved.   
    
Because   of   this   complex   societal   issue,   the   CAN   Executive   Board   felt   the   organization   
would   best   serve   neighborhoods   by   helping   them   become   better   educated   on   the   issue   
of   the   homeless   and   panhandling   in   preparation   for   whatever   paths   or   actions   a   
neighborhood   might   want   to   take   to   address   its   specific   problem.   
    
Therefore,   the   Executive   Committee   voted   to   approve   the   following   motion,   and   will   so   
inform   the   Board   of   Directors:   
    
Pursuant   to   our   mission   "  Educates   and   informs   the   community   about   matters   that   
concern   Asheville   area   neighborhoods",   move   that   CAN   hold   a   forum   (date   to   be   
determined   for   availability)   with   representatives   from   both   sides   of   the   
homeless/panhandling   issue   as   a   way   to   help   educate   neighborhoods   and  
neighborhood   leaders.   Said   representatives   be,   but   not   necessarily   limited   to,   



Capt.   Mike   Lamb,   head   of   APD's   Community   Engagement   Unit;   a   representative   
from   Homeward   Bound;   a   representative   from   the   City   of   Asheville   Homeless   
Initiative   Advisory   Committee.     
    
Respectfully,   
    
Patrick   Gilbert   
Vice   President   and   Executive   Committee   member  
Coalition   of   Asheville   Neighborhoods.    
  
  

Notes   on   Capt.   Mike   Lamb's   Remarks   to   the   Haw   Creek   Community   Association   Board   
Feb.   17,.   2021   
  
  

Capt.   Mike   Lamb,   head   of   APD   Community   Engagement   Division,    spoke   to   the   HCCA   
Board   on   the   issues   of   the   homeless   and   panhandling.    Below   are   some   of   his   remarks   
related   to   the   homeless   and   panhandling   from   an   APD   perspective:   
  
  

APD   in   the   past   has   partnered   with   groups,   such   as   Asheville   Grow   and   city   agencies,   
such   as   Sanitation   on   litter   cleanup   as   it   pertains   to   homeless   camps   and   from   
panhandling.   However,   with   the   proliferation   of   used   narcotic   needles,   these   groups   are   
hesitant   to   embark   on   litter   clean   up.   APD   does   not   have   the   manpower   to   clean   up   
homeless   camps.   
    
On   enforcing   panhandling   violations   pursuant   to   Sec.   11-5,   11-14,   and   11-17   of   the   City   
Code   of   Ordinances,   Lamb   said   that   at   one   time   APD   had   a   homeless   unit,   That   unit   did   
enforce   panhandling   violations,   but   almost   all   of   those   cases   would   be   dropped   by   the   
Buncombe   County   district   Attorney's   Office.   The   reason   cited   by   Lamb   was   the   negative   
public   perception   that   enforcing   panhandling   laws   (except   for   felony   crimes,   such   as   
drug   possession,   drug   distribution,   and   violent   crimes)   amounted   to   criminalizing   
homelessness.   
    
The   APD   homeless   unit   no   longer   exists.   Issues   or   complaints   related   to   homelessness,   
such   as   eviction   from   public   property,   panhandling   will   be   handled   by   the   Community   
Engagement   Division,   but   will   not   necessarily   be   given   a   high   priority.   
    

Capt.   Lamb   suggested   a   voluntary   Homeless   Court   program,   modeled   after   a   highly   
successful   one   in   San   Diego   ( https://www.homelesscourtprogram.org/ ,   to   an   Asst.   
District   Attorney,   who   liked   the   idea,   but   said   she   would   have   to   raise   it   with   Todd   
Williams   Buncombe   County   District   Attorney.   Lamb   said   it   would   be   helpful   if   Mr.   
Williams   heard   from   other   sources   than   APD   supporting   a   Homeless   Court,   such   as   
neighborhood   associations   and   private   and   public   homeless   related   service   
organizations.   
    

https://www.homelesscourtprogram.org/


Lamb   said   APD   is   not   removing   homeless   camps   from   City   property   because   of   CDC   
covid-19   guidelines   and   guidelines   ordered   by   Gov.   Cooper,   but   could   respond   to   
camps   on   private   property.   APD   would   still   issue   citations   for   trespassing   and   public   
urination.   There   are   approximately   70   homeless   camps   on   the   APD   list.   APD   do   provide   
in   some   cases   ride-alongs   with   reps   from   groups   such   Homeward   Bound   so   they   can   
offer   services   on   the   spot.   
    
Community   Outreach   people   are   responding   to   complaints   and   visit homeless   camps   
and,   depending   on   the   circumstances,   a   police   officer   could   follow   up.    
  
  

Notes   on   the   Proposed   Homeward   Bound   Tunnel   Rd.   Facility    
  
  

Sarah   Oram,   a   Haw   Creek   resident   and   former   Homeward   Bound   employee,    spoke   to   
the   Homeward   Bound   director   about   the   facility   going   in   at   the   Days   Inn   on   tunnel   Rd.   
I'm   not   sure   she'll    be   able   to   call   in   to   the   Board   meeting,   so   here   is   the   crux   of   her   
remarks:   
    

∙         The   facility   is   modeled   after   a   successful   one   in   Charlotte   

∙         The   program   is   for   the   chronically   homeless   and   will   house   about   85   people,   
who   must   have   jobs   to   go   to.   
∙         Through   partnerships   with   service   agencies,   the   program   will   provide   on   
location   services,   such   as   counseling   for   mental   health   and   addiction   issues   and   
help   in   
∙         Homeward   Bound   will   move   its   regional   offices   to   the   Days   Inn   facility.   

  


